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What is a PRTR? 

 A Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (PRTR) is a national 
or regional environmental database or inventory of potentially 
hazardous chemical substances and/or pollutants released to 
air, water and soil and transferred off-site for treatment or 
disposal. 

 PRTR: 

 It is an instrument that set up the mutual trust between civic 
society, local institutions and the industry 

 It gives us the AIC the possibility to involve citizens in the 
process of public consultation and decision making; 

 It offers a possibility for all stakeholders to contribute to better 
environment in compliance with EU regulation and national 
ones; 

 It enables citizens to identify the businesses that do create 
pollution in the surrounding area despite their dimensions. 
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AIC role in realizing a transparently 
PRTR process 

 Any public & national investment or plant belongs to 
everyone, as long as produces goods and pollution; 

 Informing citizens is a legal obligation for Public 
Institutions and Investment Companies, and contributes 
for the transparency in decision-making process; 

 Informing citizens contributes for creating a climate of 
mutual trust between investitures and the Community; 

 Informing citizens of Strategic Investments and pollution 
caused by each investment is an obligation and a 
necessity for sustainable development; 

 The process of public information should be transparent 
and adopt to the new communication ways such as social 
media, written annual reports and data accesible.  
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The role of Civic society in 
relation with PRTR 

 Although the procedures and rules are clearly set by EU about 
the PRTR, there is still room for discussion about the variety or 
brand of businesses, plans or factories that could be registered 
in PRTR in Albania or in surrounding countries; 

 Even a small factory or business that has not the capacity or 
surface to be classified for PRTR, if it is a concern of local 
population may be considered by the relevant institutions; 

 Our task is to drive this discussion into the right directions and 
facilitate the cooperation between community, business and 
public institutions; 

 By doing so it strengthen the cooperation and trust between 
different actors and contributes for the sustainable 
development in general; 

 Being independent and neutral gives the AIC the advantage. 
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AIC role in realizing a 
transparently PRTR process 

 A proper build PRTR can stimulate interested or potentially 
affected parties to seek improvements to human health and 
the environment; 

 AIC can assist the non-governmental organizations to lead the 
process of transparent PRTR; 

 AIC can be the facilitator of the process, assisting different 
parts, business, local community, ministry of environment in 
the process of PRTR; 

 AIC can help the public to use PRTR information to learn about 
releases and transfers occurring in their communities and to 
become better informed about the environmental performance; 

 In cooperation with public institutions can offer the community 
a simple definition of businesses and factories that can classify 
for the PRTR. 
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 AIC role in relation with Public 
Institutions for the PRTR  

 The necessity of an neutral and independent structure, able to 
be trustable from all parts can lead to a proper process and 
smooth one without causing conflicts and unrests; 

 The case of water pollution from the mine of Fushe-Arrez town 
in north Albania in 2013 it shows that there are still problems 
to be solved in terms of public consultation and by whom it 
should be done; 

 Other cases my be happening in our region where investments 
are made without proper consultation or facilitated by the 
inappropriate actors or structures; 

 That’s why the public institutions should see AIC in our Region 
as the proper structure for facilitating public consultation 
between investors and local communities. 
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 AIC role in relation with Business 
sector in PRTR process 

 AIC can offer the proper facilitating process of public 
consultation for public investments and guarantees the 
companies  success investment and reduce  the risk of 
confrontation; 

 By creating Community Based Committee (CBC) composed by 
representatives of local government, businesses, youths, 
women, environmentalist, media, NGO.  

 Training theses groups about PRTR and the monitoring 
methods to be used; 

 Raise the public awareness about the PRTR and obligation of 
businesses for complying to it and to national legislation; 

 Involve the Ministry of Environment and other Government 
bodies in national discussion about the rules and procedures 
for starting a new business especially in terms of technology 
about to be used by the new business; 
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AIC role in relation with Business 
and local government in the past 

 Cooperation with EITI in informing community about their role 
during strategic investments in their area; 

 Cooperation with Starcraft Albania for realizing the public 
consultations for investments in Northern Albania; 

 Cooperation with local authorities for facilitating public forums 
for investments in Shkodra Region in Northern Albania; 

 Facilitating round tables of local authorities, representatives of 
different political parties in Shkodra town for the issue of waste 
management; 

 Facilitating public forums between candidates running for 
mayor in Northern Albania in Shkodra towns discussing 
environmental issues presented by community. 
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